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PRISON REFORM.
Wall of Influence Stronger

v Than a Wall of Grauite."

MEETING AT STEINWAY HALL.

The Present Criminal Coilc
Defective.

!

Interesting Address by Sr. Wines, United States
Commissioner on Prison Reform.The Disciplineand Proper Treatment of criminals

Explained.The National Prison Associationand Its Successful EffortsSpeeches
by Ex-Governor Eeyinour, Ex-Lieutenant GovernorWayiand, Ac..The

Resolutions Adopted.

a meeting was held last evemug at Steinway Hall
to promote tho cause or Hie International Prison
Congress wtalcU Is to assemble In London next (

July. TUe main objoctoftiio gathering, however,
was to hoar froru i)r. Wines, Commissioner or the n

United states to organIzo an International Pcnlten. p
nary Congress, a statement or the progress v
od results of his mission. Tho meeiiug was

likewise In a measure responsive to a similar
one held in London last November, and endorsed
tho action or tho European and South American r

governments In relation to tho Congress, and in- *

tended to give expression to the voice and scutlmcut t
el America on this subject, and to take the ncccs- {
tary measures, so lar as the United btates is con-

cerued, lor the meeting or the Congress. There
was a pretty large attendance, though it was hardly
bo numerous as was generally expected, while tho
absence or several or iho distinguished speakers
announced to take part in the proceedings caused
aome disappointment. Put Mere was nevertheless
manifested the deepest interest In tho great cause
or prison reform. At eight o'clock the platform
was occupied by several distinguished gentlemen.
On eotoring ox-Uovcrnor Sevinour was greeted
with an enthusiastic welcome. ,

Dr. l'uiMK called the mcoLlng to order. He said:.
Tlio occasion appeals to our interests us citizens, to
our judgment us pniluathroptsts, to Hearts as followersof Uuu wno said, "1 was in prison, und ye came
unto me." Willi us to-night are distinguished
etatesincu and churchmen.tlie law ami tne Gospel
Mending in tins divine mission.and their presence
gives moral grandeur to the hour. Forty years ago
the King of the FreneJt sent two or Ins moat eminentmeu.heaunmut, his Aitorney General,
and De Tocquevllle.to study our prison system.They came to Sing Sing, whero I
was then a teacher. We had a Sunday school
Id the state Prison, which these French commissionersrequested tue privilege ot attending.
De Tocquevillo stood by my side holding the lliblo
ta Um hand while a lelon convict recited verbatim
two entire and bcuutiiul chapters from the
Gospel of St. John. Turning to me, the great historianand statesman said, "Lias not this Instruction
much to do with tho government of the prison t"
That was their first visit, their first lesson, and tho
moral or it went with them. Tncy recorded the Impressionin their report to the French government.
In my school.not in the prison, but la
the Academy.was a boy, then learning his
alphabet, and his name was John. Uc subsequentlybecame the Chief Magistrate of tills city,
and Is now the justly Uouoied Governor of tue
Hate or New York, lit Ills necessary absence we
have with us one who, by oomuion consent, fs tn

philanthropist ana social philosopher. ami 1 proposethat Jar. Uoiatlo Seymour bo requested to prelude.(Cheers.)
uobatio sktmudk's apprkss.

* Mr. IIokai'IO hKVMoua, on coining torward. was
received wall enthusiastic auplause. lie sutd mat
we bad lately bad iu our community crimes ol violence,fraud and corruption, wuicii ut this (line
startle tbe American public. They excite general
Indignation ami alarm, and itieoileiuler.s are pointed
at as men to be scorned and detested, llui lids
does not touch nor cure the underlying causes of
these evils, These incu had no siicq genius iu crime
that ilie.v could, or themselves, wont out all their
baleful deeds II there had uot been a state ol morals
aud a depraved public opinion which nave a hotbed
growth to their powers to woik mischief.
They did not make corruption. Corruption
made them. They lived aud moved unknown uud
unnoticed until thoy were made pestileiital by
favoring circumstances, just as me lurking diseases
are made wide-.weeping plagues when a tout at*
Biosphere developes tneir deadly poisons. We cannotdeal with tins saoject of tho suppression ol
crime in a large uud iruihiul way without arraigningthe public. Iu nu oilier civilized country, and,
let me add lor the honor ot our country, at no other
period ut lis history, would such men be tolerated
for a single day. Just now tucre Is
euongh of indignation against criminals; too much,
Indeed, 11 it so (ills me mm is or our people that they
forget to iook for me causes of those evils, li they ue-
gleet the <iuiy of tludiiig out how much of the guilt
cau be traced buck iu themselves. Unless we couirunt <
the disorders <n me limes iu a bold and earnest
war, we shall merely cut down one class ol wrong-
doers so mat nicy may be followed by another,
which will spring up la lis place. Crimes do not r
show so clearly the character of the criminals as £
they uothesoclul aspect ul lie com in unities ut which i
they are commuted. All who study the problems t
of government are struck with the tact mat i
the American people are in many ways most I
neglectful or politioai dunes. We have more than I
enough 01 political strife, passion aud prejudice, I
bur tire leellug that wealth and power and itiUueuce a
have dunes as well as rights is very weak. Iu this ]
respect our men ot wealth fail far behind tho t

- privileged classes ol Kttroue. A lirilish peer of the
realm will take part in questions ol government,
local or geueiai, where one of our city merchants t
feels thai in some way he may compromise his dig- l
rntv ami positiou it lie does uot give mc world to \
understand that he looks upon all such things t
as unworthy inversion trom mo great duty ol s
taking care ot huunelt aud his personal utTairs. Dr. |
Wines, at whose instance mis meeting is held, has t
Just come hack Iroiu fcurope, wuere lie went to lay <
the problems of tue suppression ol crimes anil the I
relormailou of criminals neiore the statesmeu tl
aud thinkers ol that Continent. -Trie leading u
men met nun in the warmest way and at g
once took hold of the great subject. We coine here fi
to-night to exel e a like interest in itic minds ol the v
American people. Above ail, we hope we can stir a
up our men or influence 10 a sense or the great s
truths so constantly largotten 111 the excite- t
nit iiis of city lne that wealth aud business *
and powers have duties as well an riguts. s
Mr. Seymour then proceeded to dilate upon the t

present system ol the treatment ot prlsouers ancl
the various features ol the present criminal 0041.
He considered tnat lu some instances tlio present
criminal code was a disgrace. Alter citing aeveral
Instances snowing the injustice ol (tie system, the
speaker went on to say that it was the duty oi a
htatu to cultivate every good quality of the criuituals.Tucy are scut to prison for particular
cts, not for their general characters. Hope

Is a great retormcr. Despair is deadly
ud dangerous. We have by great eaorta

«allied some commutations lor those prisoners wno
ehave well, but here is a great Held ol reform.
How men come out ol our prisons poor and friendless;feeling tnat their long years of toll have
brought to them or their families no gain, but
Uiai they must go out Into tne world wnti worn
bodies ami blackened characters. How different
would be their conditions if by wise legislation they
Wore ulioweu to acep lor uieinscivcs or uieir lamlliestoe whole or a stiaro or their earning*. inat
hopeless toil which now only weakens their
liodles and wears out their souls would then
he made instinct with hope. How would they follow
their gain in their imagination as u went
to give roinfnrt to their families; how would
their best affections glow ami kindle as in tucir
speechless solitude they were thus nuked to
the object of their affection; how would they
gain the courage which would qiuku them
IMdf to battle with the trials of life when
the days of their discharge should come. Wise
legislation would make our prisons gateways to reformation.Now there is st mped upon their portals
the aspect which tell all who enter them that they
must leave hope behind. If we turn from the prisons
where grave offences are punLsned to our jails we
must be still more shocked. In thern crimes are
actually taught. In tliein the public keep up
schools of vice where more than all other places
where the vicious resort huinau nature is degraded.
Wc boast at times of the humanity wtucn threw
tlowu tne whipping post. This is well, but what
do wo have in its place?' Vile dens, where inen
aro gazed at like wild beasts in cages; where the
young are ungnt and confirmed In vice; where the
old ana shameless offenders go to get food and
shelter while their families suffer. 1 have (
seen so much of this that when I look «

upon the laws against disorders and drunkenness 1
their iKtes seem to read, Acts 10 punish the J
wives ami children oi wortnieas tueu." How often ]do the families of such tneu, when urging their dls- ,
charge, show ihat the punishment lails 011 the inuo- 1
cent Surely mere is aorno nyoim which cau do i
away with una wretched system, end which will 1
punish petty offences by siiam ess me.i In c

*01110 sharp, certain, hnei way luat ,7111 keep J,
tliein well up «i w is in the harness of f
nlo and force item to support their amines t
bv honest labor. 01 else u.«ac tncui tv ip«l t
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that then la some sharp dall? punishment
for each da? spent in Idle, disorderly conduct.It is certainly a deep disgrace to our lutes
that they now tempt Idle, vicious men to pursue
Lheir vile courses by shutting them up in cells where
they eujoy a debased intercourse with kindred
wretches. However perplexing tho questions
ma? he which meet us in our efforts to suppressvice, we must grapple them with courago
aud coutlteiice. We can work oni great reforms.We can make life and proper!? more
secure. We can lift up rallen men. We can check
the tide of vice and crime, lu doing this we shall
not only serve ana suvo others, but do much lor
ourselves. He who enters niton this duty will nml
It tuil of interest, 1 niicrhL say lascmalien. It
jives an insight of human niiiure which can
oc (rained in no other .way. It does not lead to
Harsh or unkind views of our fellow men. 1 have
Held the lives and linemen ot great numbers in
hiv hands. I have heard manv thousands oi praythfor par.'on. i have had intercourse with ihose
iiol ling tlic blithest places down 10 those
living in the iriootuiest cells. I have seen and lolt
is much as most men or the harshness and bitterness
n the strife ot this world. All this experience has
cd mc to fjcl kindly toward my lellow man. The
oncer I live the better 1 thing of men's
teaits and the less ol their head. I crow
more and more disposed to cuarge the evils men do
o tncir inhrrnltios, and rhe more deeply am 1 tmnressedwith the great truth of that religion yvhleti
leaches us the need of n Spirit to guide, a Saviour
to atone and a mcrcilul God toiorgive manilold sins
ind transgressions. (Cheers.)
Dr. Winks expressed his regret that several distinguishedorators exneoted to be present were unavoidablydetained, lie then read, among others,

Hie following letters of apology:.
l.KfTKll FKOII 1'RKSII1ENT OBANT.

Kxkoutivb Mansion. >
Wahuinoto.n, U. C., Jan. 9b, 1b7J.|

Dkar Sir I am in receipt of ynur letter lnrltinn 1110 to
ttlemi the public meeting to be held In New fork city on the
!titb iual., un.ler tbo auspices of tbe National Fruon Aaeoola-
ion.
My engagements will not permit me to be praeent, but I !

... I,. ....... .1 II.. h.i.^1 I O.I I, ...II, .llwli nn l.a. 1
1a f of penitentiary reform. '
The cause in which you are laboring has my warmest aym- 1
ailiy Willi it* objects and my best wishes for Its success.
cry respectfully yours, U. H. GRANT. fMr. li. C. Wines, New Yorli city. {

1.ETTKK FROM GOVERNOR HOFFMAN. ]
State of New York, Exkootive Hiiahukr,)

Ai.uany, Jan. 24, 1872. \ ,Sir.I find that it will be out of toy power to attend the
neeting to be held at Steinway Hall on the 2dth Inst., to eon-
ilder the object ol prison reform. I ain in strong sympathy
with the purposes of the promoters of the meetno.and believe, with tnem, that the dimlnu;lonof crime, the Improyemeut of prison discipline and
the reiormatlon of person* who have been guilty of crime are
Dbjeuis which need the elforts of all good men. Conference*
among lite frieu ts of prison reform lu the several Stale* of
our I nion, nnd as you now propose a consultation among
those in this country and in Europe woo tako special interestin the subjects, will tend to throw much light on the
question of the direction In which effort* for improvements
are likely to be most successful anl of what are the best
means lor accomplishing Improvement. The statistics and
general Information tuns to be gathered cannot fall to 1 e of
great service in future efforts lor reform. One of tbe subjectsto which tbe attention of tbe meeting Is to be called is
the condition of convicts when discharged from prison, llere
is an opportunity for doing great good, not only
to the convicts themselves but to tbe community
at large. The condition of tbe convict at the
eiplraiiun of bis term of Imprisonment Is one of peculiar
hardship. The State has wlsclv provided that by good con
duct while in prison the criminal may earn a de melton from
his term of Imprisonment. This good conduct avails
not after hs leaves the prison. lie generally
hares the fate of all discharged convicts and
encounters dllllcultlrs in obtaining hours', employment,
so great as to bo almost unsurmounlable ; and is, as It were,
forced Into the repetition of crime, if benevolent men
among us would direct their thoughts earnestly to the devisingandcarryli's out of some plan whereby this unfortunate

au.l not no now thwarted wuen seeking to supporttiietrnelreit by houeil work, they could hud
mi opportunity to render treat service. My Riperlenee
In my prescut oltlce, anil mv eoiifrreucca Ratiify me that
morn Immediate practical beunut would result to the conro'iRfrom measures calculated to leiseu the diu.cultlns
which lie encounters when Ireauly dltcbarged from prison
thun from any other Improretneul that can bo suggested in
our picscnt mode of treating crlrnluuiR. Very respectfully,

JU1IN T. llOl'rMA.>.
Itcv. E. F. WlNrs, D. D., LL.D.
l)r. Winks suited that lie hart received letters

from Archbishop McCIosicev, O. Ji. Scribaer, w. H.
Kcily, w. u. Howard, Governors Jewei, Parker and
Washburn: Messrs. Notes, Kerr, Ilayos, itcv.
McC'osh and benutor Chandler regretting their
absence, and loners from me Ministers of ail,
nearly ail, Hie Kuropeun countries synipuih zing
wan ihe ooject of tne meeting.
The Chairman then announced that Dr. Wines,

wuo.se energy and abi.ity ne highly eulogized, ,

would now report tuo progress of ins mission
abroad.

or. wine's address.
Dr. Wine said:.It is a high authority which

ells us that "it must needs be that offences
tome." crime is as old us tne word. Tuo
Irst death luac occurred ou this earth was a
leuth by vioieuce.a murder.prompted by a bro-
.tier's Jealousy and hate. Tnai death bequeathed
o us uq luuor.tancs of crime, wnicu has been Hie
daleiul patrimony or the race through all tue ages,
Lite proper treatment ot crime ami criminals Is,
tiicrciore, a proulem as oid and as wi le as humanity
itself, liut it is a proulem which slumbered for
uearly sue thousand years. It is ouiy wlihlu tuo
lust century mat it has received the consideration
whicti it deserves, and only within the last hall or
the ceutury tt.uc u lias provoked that spirit or keen
au<l comprehensive inquiry which murks the era of
true science and gives token ot a real advance la
civilization. iue study oi this problem nan now
become world-wlile, ana is pursued with unprecedentedintelligence and /eat. The question
01 prison ro'urm uas laltcu a strong noiu on the
public mind in this uud other countries. Men begin
to see mat it is one whicn concerns the safety of
their lives and properly. As it uuloids itself in ail
Us length and breadth. It will be seen to be, it not
the loremosi question, at least among the loreinost
questions, of tne day. There was held at Cincinnati.in the autumn ol 1870, a National Penitentiary
Congress, at whica steps were tukcu towards the
formation of a National Prison Association, an idea
winch lias since beeu happily carried into effect.
The objects ol the Association, briefly staled, are:.
The amelioration of the criminal law, the improvementol the pen.il and refillinaiory institutions of
the country, and an earnest study of tuc means and
appliances nest suncd to save discharged prisoners
iroui a relapse, 'there is uot to-day a reiorui iuoro
necessary tuuu that ol the penal codes or the severalStales. Every wnere there is needed an administrationof criminal justice more proiunt, more
effective, more huinaue, more reiormato'ry. The
improvement of our ueuut and correctioual establishmentsIs no less important, no less vital.
The question how to hold liberated prisoners to
tueir honest intents, now to keep tiiera irotu lading
hack into crime, is one equally momentous; aud it
roncerus the coinmuuity as deeply us it does the
criminal. Tno American Prison Association
charges itself with the duty ol siudyiug, uud, it
possible, or solving the problems Just state i, wnicn
ire us grave as tncy are ditllcuit. The Association
issumes the lurttier duty of visiting tno prisons aud
reiormaiones of the couutry, especially lu States
vuere such establishments are in an unsetttled
lomiitlou, ami oi aiding uie authorities in charge,
y liilormatlon aud suggestion, in the work of improvement.fttili another duty of the (Society will
ie that of offering an annual review of the state
ind condition oi prisons and ot the progress of
uison reiorm In this and other countries, an esseulaipart ot wnich wilt oe the most complete ejthimuouattainable of pcniteutlury statistics.
The Congress or Cincinnati further voted that the
uuu had come wneu, lu Its judgment, an internaloiialpenitentiary Congress might be convened
vitu promise ol the best results, one of the hist
icts oi the National Prison Association was to reiftlruithe action ol the Cincinnati meeting, and
ass a resolution to push that idea with ail prueicabievigor. The person Dow addressing you was
nurged by the Association, as he liud previously
iecu by the Congress, with this grave duty. My
list effort, In the lullllineut of tho duty thus laid
ipou me, was to secure the support ol the uatlouat
overmuent. Tnrougu the powerful aid of my
ncud here, Mr. Speaker Maine, a joint lesolution
ras passed by Congress favoring toe proposition,
.ml authorizing lue President to appoint u comniislonerto represent tho government in tne conventou.Tne President was pleased to name the
peakcr as such commissioner, aud, It beiug undertoodmat inr appointment involved tUeJurilicr
uty of organizing tue elements and arranging me
'tGiitiiiiiai lcn ui lino uvu](icaai mootvicmi? vi di»w

ibligmgiy luiulsb id mo with a general letter ad-
lressed to all tue diplomatic and consular repro-
mutative* or me United States in Europe, requesttigtneiu to render bucii aul as tney properly <
might lu the prosecution ol my mission. 1
Betore going aiiro.nl I sought still further to

strengthen myself nj securing tue adhereuee of the
roroigu Ministers resident at WasUingtou. Tills
was promptly given. The Ministers entered warmly 1
into the project, or tnelr own motiou tney ad- t
dressed despatches to their governments, com- ]mending the prop -m m 10 a (avoraoie coiiaiderii- I
lion. Tne European Ministers lumisncd, in udtli- '

tiou, letters 01 personal introduction to their re- jspectlve Caoiueu. Personal communications were t
oiieiiod wiin tue governments of England, France, <Buigiuui, Holland, Norm Germany. Austria, Italy I
an l Switzerland, and wuu tne remaining governmentsol Europe uirouuii the American Ministers jacci edited lo tlie in. Three things were asked of iieach, viz.:.

1. Thai it would send commissioners to the Congress.
2. That it would name a national committee forits owu country.
3. Thai it would furnish, In reply to a scries of

nuusiions, cerium information concerning its prisonsami prison administration.
Tnese requests were readily granted. F.verywherethe idea or tne Congress was accepted oy tne governments,and assurances were given, not or sympathyonly, hut ol active co-upcrauoii. in illustrationof tne spirit In winch tho proposition lor tnepfiiicrr#.*** fftid riu«»»iv*fl. i fiin iho ifi

tnc Italian government. Kcondsts of two part.v..First, a report addressed by tue 1'ruue Minister, Mr.
Lanza, to Victor Emmanuel, In wlucli lie proposes 10
His Majesty tin* creation, by royal decree, 01 a Ntie
tionnl Committee or Coin mission for Italy; anil see-
ondiy, tnc decree Itself, Issued in pursuauce of Mr.
Lan/.a's recomuiendation. 1 will not trouble the
meeting with tue reading of tins document lu lull,
but will cite a puragrapli or two as sliowiug tliu
spirit tliat breatUe.s through tUo wuolu paper. Mr.
Lanza says:.
A preparatory Congress was held In October, 1870, at Cln:lnuatiiMate of Obiul, ihruugo the edortt of toe aiorns tid

iVsnoclalion. Many add Important qiirnil >n« warn raiseo in
;bfl Congrats, ami a series of mailins on prison iliscipilnr,snlcb deserve ths most earnest consideration, was adopted.
Lie uMMtarf ina-mires were also taken lor convening tbe
i.'eugress in London, in August, lb«g, and a Commissioner
sat appointed, wb<j was cnargeo with tbe duty of repairing
0 r.urape to confer with tbe various governments, inviting
hem to take part In this great scicntuic snelal movement,
rnls Commissioner who was aiso selected by ibe government
>r I lie OaltSd Mate' ns a delega'e to ibe propose 11 ongi ess,
n fulfilment 01 tbe mlaslnn entrusted to blm, preseute Mmelfto the press it reporter, who, i: .nipr'beri ding the phpaiibroplci uiI win n was nukot to be attained Ibiougb a c.o1rei, of a. civ Led nations, did nut hesitate I assure blm
bat Jis^f wobid fot be SCCOud to But pits. :U BiMiui lht>

K HERALD, SATURDAY,
Am»rlcan mim UUoq Id the nobis undertaking which It bad
pivip'jBt: J i > iuell.
The royal decree named a committee or twenty

eminent eitlzens to aot for Italy In tienair of tne
Cunuress; also to study the moat important questionsoffered by modern penitentiary science, and
to oronose their solution. The committee, thus
constituted, includes several high functionaries of
tne Htate the Mayor oi Florence and President of
tne Court of cassation, lour Professors or penal
law, me Director General and two Inspectors ecuera,ol Prisons, Ac, The government of the North
Cenuati Union was no less cordial, no less earne.it,
in its action in Denull of tne Congress. It I but a
lew days ago mat l received Irom Count Euleuburg,
Minister of tl;o Interior lor that government, a letterwritten, as lie states, under instructions from
Punce UisiaarcK, Iroiu which I make a sliort extract.Tlie Miiiister says:.'-Sir.in reply to yoar
letters of the titn of October and >>tu of November,
1 liave ttie nouor 10 ln.orm you that, according to
your wish, 1 iuloruieu prince Ulsinureh of your
mission regarding the International Comrcss
on tne question of prisons, in order thai Hie
imprest oi ine otner goveruiueuts of the empire
may be- directed to tUe approaching Congrcs.
Prince Bismarck at ouce responded io ui.s wish,
and I am to answer, from nun, mat participation in
this work, witli whose preparation you Have neen
charged, shall belong not only to Prussia, but to
Germany, as to your questions relating to the conditionoi German prisons, 1 have placed tuem In Hie
hands of llcrr nleiu iuanii, counsellor In my Ministry,anu specially occupied on the prisou question.
He has undertaken this work and win send uio
answers to your address next week. 1 have also
requested llcrr Hteluuiann io place ntmseli in communicationwuli persons in the dntcreut States of
the empiie interested in tins subject, for the formingoi committees, with whom he may comer." Ic
Is evident irotn these recita s that tne Italian and
Prussian Governments are hearty in this work, and
ir mere were tune tor a similar detail ol their action,
it would be seen that otuer European governments
are no less so. The Academy ol moral and Political
Sciences of the Institute of France, tuo most
illustrious boxy of savuus In the world, Is
ullv committed to the Congress. liv 111-
ntation of M. (to KOmusat, Minister or
foreign Affairs, 1 Had tlte Honor, on ttie 2d or
September, lust to rend a discourse ou the subject
jeiore ttie Academy, auu the President, in replying,
[Hedged lis members to the use ol their best, oflorts
in promotiug llie success ot tno Congress. Anot tier
ngual prooi ot the proiouiul interest tele by Europe
iu ttie proposed Coiiterenee was Hie meeting held in
Loudon ou tue tkl ol November lust, wlucti was
called to Hear irotu ibe American Commissioner a
statement ol toe objects and results of Ills mission,
and to uive voice to ttie sentiment of England ou
ttie question o* ttie Congress. Tncre were present
and participating in tiiut meeting no less tu.in four
ex-members ol tue Uritisn Cabinet, several loading
members of Parliament and one of tue most eminentprelates of the tioniau Cattiotlo Guurcn, ArchbistiopManning, llut one seutluient animated the
aseuibiuge, that ol warm approval of tue congress
and of mgii expectations Iroui It. Tuis was ttie
burden ot ull the speeches. A national committee
for England was named by the meeting, consisting
of more iliuu a bundled persons, among whom
are the ArcUbisop ot Canterbury, the Lord
Bishop of London, Arcuoishop Manning.
Dcaii Stanley, the Lord Cnaucellurs of
England and Ireland, the Dukes of Argyll and
Noriliuuiberltwid, the Alarquis ol Salisbury, the Earls
ol blittites »ury, Uranvllie and Carnarvon. Sir StalfordNonncote, sir Joan Pukitigiou, Sir Walter Croftou,Miss Florence Nigntlugttle, Miss Mary caroenter,Tuomas Hughes, M. P.; Matthew Davenport
Hi l, John smart Mill anil many outers of distinguishedname.
since my return to America I have learned from

the Ministers of the spauish-speuKing republics of
America, as well us ol I no empire ol Brazil, that
their governments are preparing, wirli no less zeal
than the governments of Europe, to take part ui
wuut Mr. Lanza lias, iu felicitous puruse, designated
us "tun great scieutiUco-social movement." So
tmit there is good reason to believe mat there will
be lew, n any, among the civilized nations of me
world tn.it will hot tic present, bv their representatives,in tue Convention, i beg to call the utleution
oi tins meeting to uu important tangible result,
which, It may be fairly lioptd, will be among the
issues oi tuu Congress. J here can bo 110 doubt that a
large amount of l.norinatiuii on ull poinisconuecio J
wuu prison discipline mid ttie repression of crimo
will have been collected oy the Congress, that
certain general principles will have been agreed
upon, and that a strong impulse will have been
given to ihe cause oi penlicutiary reform throughoutthe world, llut if the matter slop here tho
lunors ol tlieCoDgress will have been comparatively
barren of permanent results, because tue momentumgamed will soon have expended llselt. it
seems, therefore, in tue highest degree desirable
that some means suould be devised to continue and,
If possible, multiply the beuehts llowiug from the
Congress, as from a living fountain. No better
agency to this cud occurs 10 me tnan the creation
of accniral bureau, to which intelligence relating
to this Interest aud the progress made therein shall
be regularly couiuiuuicaied every year lrom ail
parts ui tue world, aud lrom which, tu a digested
and printed lorui, it shall be uualn distributed
to all me civilized nail us ol the earib. Thus
ever.v part ol tue world will be kept informed
of what is doing in every otUer pari, In reterence
lo this vital interest oi society.trie treatment
ol crime aud criminals.with a view to ttio repressionoi the out: and the reiormatlon of tue
otner. In this manucr a continual circulation of
Ideas will be maintained, tlio nature and result of
experiments iu peulteutiary and reformatory disciplineundertaken in any given country will be
promptly made known In all others, aud an Honorablerivalry will be kept up between nations, In
which each, while rejoicing in every insianceaud
at every proof oi progress elsewhere, will yet strive
to outstrip Its leuows in the rat e oi improvement.
With iiaiion.il committees or associations actively at
work m tno different countries, with a great central
oigaiiization performing the double iunction of a
receiver and distributor ol mte tigence, ami with
luternatuual penitentiary conferences renewed
lrom time to lime, it is a reasonable presumption
mat wnhin tue next half century progress, not
hit Mcrtu Kit much uu ilrpumpfl nr pvph hv th»» imwt.

sanguine, will ne made in ilie knowledge una applicationol processes lor the prevention ol crime
unit me reformation of criminals.

It was my intention to olTer a short report on
aomo of liie more remarkaole prisons visited.
Uut 1 must not occupy time due to others. 1 will
hut hrieily allude to one or two, and first to what is
commoniy known us the Irish prison system, but
aught, In my judgment, to he called the Croltou sysleiu,alter the uauie 01 its author, the Kight lion. Htr
Walter croliou. 1 knew the system irom nooks beforegoing anroad, and hJld conceived a nigh opinion
L»r its merits, auu that impression was continued by
personal examination, ilie great leaturo ol the
Uroliou system is that it plains hope in the breast
or itie prisoner iroiu the Urst hour of his conllneinent,and keeps it tnere as an ever-active lorce,
increasing In potency to ibo last day ol his imprisonment;tuid that, in my opinion, is tne whom pmosopliyIn a nutsliell of a true and retoruiatory
[trlson discipline. Never have I seen, elsewhere,
anything comparable to the intermediate prison
it tusk. Here is a prison iwlitcli is not a prison),
consisting of two corrugated iron leuts (erected at a
cost ol only $a,ouo, though capable of accommodatinga hundred inmates), and a larm or two iiuuIredacres.an cstaonsiimeut without bars, bolts, or
UOMiiil wad, a id yet, in fourteen years,
only two escapes have taken place, tnus proving tne
dietuin ol lir. Wtonern, that "Uic Strongest wall is
no wall;" In oilier woids, that a wall of influence
Is stronger tlinu a wall of granite. Tnere is no
chapel wuiitu the prison promises, the prisoners atleadingthe parisn cliurcn; vet only one complaint
oi aiiv xiii'i in all these years has oeen made againstihcir conduct. A prisoner. In coming out of onurch
one day, pUMd a word with a youag woman. The
word spoken was finite proper In itself, and only
Improper because loroidden by jniblic sentiment as
well as ny tne rules ol the institution, lu the prisonol Wakeneld, West Hiding of Yorkshire, industrial
abor is well organized, and ihe prison has a casu
capital or $iuu,.iOj. ell of wlucli is the result or the
earnings of tho prisoners, it Is very nearly sellnippurting.Two "Homos," one lor male and tne
otoer lor discharged lemuie prisoners, established In
connection with uus prison, are worthy of special
commendation, ana ougnt to be widely imitated. 1
auw nothing in all uiy vtsliatiou of pr.sons abroad
tuat lnteresie 1 or pleased me more than these admirablyplanned and manage I rciuges. Into tliein.
on liberation, are received all prisoners ol either
sex who wish to lead an honest life and have not

with, work, at wlilch, wlulo waiting for permanent
employment, tliey can earn a living and lay ny a
little surplus At least tnu men can do tnls, for me
coat ol living to ttiein la seven Kngluh anillinga a
weclt, wlulo tfteir earnings average irom eleven to
twelve shillings, one man wan earning thirty shillings.The inmates or tho female llomc arc not
tuitc so well off, as their earnings have to he suppitment*lto some extent ny private heueiaetlous;
nut, in any event, no prisoner discharged Irom tne
Wakefield Jail need or c.m ever return lo It on the
plea that he could get no work; and every man or
woman who really wants to reform has tne certain
opportunity ol doing so provided at the door of
.he Jail itself.

1 cannot close without a word of reference to the
orisons of Belgium, winch Jonu Howard, a century
igo, found wormy of praise. At present, however,
can oniy call your attention for a mo.i.ent 10 the
tew model prison or Louvain, planned and nullt
inder tho superintendence 01 Af. Stevens, us 111recurlor eigin or ten years, out now Inspector iicniralof Prisons for Belgium, and a wormy successor
u that office to the illustrious DuepcUean. The
iiiilding Itself, which is large enough to accotnuiolatc600 inmates, is of brick, witti marble tarings,
t is simple, solid and severe in lis beauty, with nullingor mat palatial look wtiieti is so common in
>ur great prisons, mid winch has always seemed to
ne wholly out or place in buildings devoted to tiic
rcaiiuentot criminals. But it is tne inner "glory
hat excelleth." J had never conceived or anything
n the torm of a penitentiary establishment so ndimr.uiieIn organization, so perfect in adminisiraiien.Noiinng seouis to nave been forgotten
m us construction, nothing overlooked in its rules,
tioiliiug omitted In tho details ol its arrangements.Hie svsi^ni of imprisoiimeut Is that known as cellular,or which, per sr, i am not a supporter; but
ilie cellular system Is here applied in a manner quiteuuroruut from wnai 1 hava seen It elsewhere, fcacli
prisoner receives not less, on an average, tnan five
or six visit* a day, Iroui chaplain, schoolmaster,
director, trade-Instructor, or oilier officials, bv
whose presence ami converse the burden of solitude
Is lightened uiui made tolerable, and oy whose
counsels, motives and eucouragemcdts to a better
111° are sugge-,te 1 mid prosed upon tne prisoner,tne whole uun seemed tome to be the reiorinauon
o Jf criminal; to that all efforts appeared to ne
(drooled: and the results are as exiraorulnory astiny are oiicoiiraging. The prison lias been in
operation about twelve years. Tne recommit Mils
to tno old prison or I.o.ivaiti averaged seventyP25 l" ,,re^ont' 1'ioy arc only six
por ceuf. i his proves no', only that criminals maybe reformed, but that uieir rcrormiitioii dependsJew ou organization and -ivou'in itian on the sol tit
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of the administration and the men who conduct It
"Where there is a will there is a war." la a maxim
which ueema as true of the intent to change had men
into good ones as of any otter human undertaking.
Hut I must draw to a close; a single word more

and 1 have done. Tne American Prison Association
feels that it hus undertaken a great and good work,
one winch promises results ol the highest value lo
the who.e country. Hut it is work which cannot he
done. no great and good work can.witnout money.
The gem-rosiiy of Amerlcaua has been thoroughly
tested. There are no people in the world who give
ho ireeiy, wneu the occasion is worthy. Not doutn|lu«. hut on tnc contrary, earnestly belleviuif, tnat
llio present is a wortny occasion, wo auk tueir aid.
we uhk your anl.without Hesitation and without
inidtflVUlg. (Aypl.iuse.)

tiir uesolhtiono.
Fx-I.leuienant rt ivusu, of Connecticut, having

hnetly, tlioutru In very rorclhie terms advocated
the cause or prisou rciorra, presented the loliowtutf
resolutions, widen were unanimously adopted:.
Resolved, Thai tun discipline an l proper treatment of

criminals, die repreulon of crime, die administration of
peu.il justice aid the reformation or Individual* an classes
of pcrsnus now devoted to vicious lives, or growing uu to
prer upou society, are objects of the first importanceTn everywell-or iered State, and still more In every t.urlsilaii couiinunuy;that tlieae onjecU are loo ilttle considered among ui,
and ibai there is urgent necessity for more thought, more
lline, more pracilctl attention and more earnest, devoted,
conscientious eifort to be given In tbis cnuutrv to die worlc
of penal, reformatorv. and, above ail, preventive dlnelpliuefor tilt* IfmntHd and damrarntia pIuhm
Resolved, That tbr National Prison Association ol the

United Males, being organized on a compruheuslvu plan lor
the consideration and pub l<» presentation of these momentoussubjects, iteservea the cordial zuopori of the people of (this country, a. d Is hereby commended to the clti/eiis of the
Individual states and of the whole country' as worthy or their 1
attention, their eo-operatlon and their contributions, without
which its benlllcent mission cannot be fulfilled.
Resolved, 1 hat the lass of completing the organization and t

aztenulng the activity of the National Prison Association In
the several Htstea and territories ought to be taken up and '

carried lorward In all parts of the country, either by tbe tformation of State associations or of committees ot correspondencewith the National Association, and that thla meet- '
in.' would Invite the attention of State governments and pub- >

lie-spirited citizens throughout the land to this subject, with
a slew to the wore perfect establishment of intercommunion- t
tion. tResolved, That the efforts ot the National Prison Aasnelalion,already crowned with succesa, for the convocation at g
London, on the 8d dav of July, 1872, of an International Congressto talce counsel together, and to form and promulgate
conclusions In regard to penal and reformatory discipline, £
have been timely and judicious, and meet with the hearty
approval of thla meeting; that such a Congress, representing, 1
as wis have reason to beileve ll will, all nations of the civil- jIzed worl l, will be able to perform a service of signal liupor'apoeto the cause tor which ll Is convoked, and that It is <
our hope that every State In this Union will take part in Its i
deliberations by official delegates, so that all parts ot our
country may profit by its discussions and by personal conferencewith philanthropists au l men of practical administrativeespem-nce of other nationalities.

Resolve I, That the selection by the President of the United i

States of K. C. Wines, D.D., Ll,. 1)., as Commissioner to
represent tbe country at the International Congress, has
given to the government and the people an official represcn- I
talive in all respects worthy of the bigb responsibility en-
trusted 10 liiui. aud that we congratulate Dr. Wines on the
opportunity thus airurd e I him to present, In the name of the
whole people, those practical ami yet advanced views of
prison uisclpilne, of which he has heen for years the dlsiln-
gulshed advocate.

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting, of ail our
countrymen and of the friends of prison relorut throughout
the wotldarn duo to l>r. Wines for tne energy, zeal and
wise activity with which he has prosecuted the work of
reformation and improvement in American prisons, .and
especially for the conspicuous share he hits had In organizing
and conducting towar i success tne great movement In lavor
ot a World's llougress for the study of penal discipline and
the repression of crime; that the deliberations 01' such a
Congress will litly close the century of prison reform luaiigu-
rated lu 17711 by the benevolence of John Howard, »nd tuat
we recognize In Ur. Wl.es one of those worthy successors
of Howard who have been permitted by Divine Providence
to currv forward the noble work which the illustrious Englishphilanthropist began.

Resolved, Tub t tho work of prison reform, commenced a
century ago amid obstacles ana uiiliculties of a formidable
character, thou ,h not yet accomplished, has made gratifying
progress; that public punishment, both at a scleuco and an
art, is now far iu advance of what it was then; Hint it is
most lit th it the close of onecenmry an I the beginning or
another In this department of social sci nee should be siguai.
ized bv tint mil ilon of nil n .tiiins r,.r conIdmncn imitn lliia
great and vital int»reit of society; thai tlie preavnt is a suitablelime lor rnv.ewing the pait, forecasting tlie imure anil

fathering atreog'h, bv mutual counsels and encour.a emenls,
or the vital work still before in; and that It is our intimate
conviction (hat an lhlluunce wi I go forth from Hie Congress
of Condon which, properly guided and stimulated in t ie
coming years, will insure progress at once acceieiated aud
beaithlui in the rijil dircctiuu.
Resolved, That this meeting responds. In heartr nnn emphaticloin s, to the ullerances ol lite great meeting of the J I

of November In Condon, In which so many of Kn ,land's best
ami wi«cst citizens participated, and to the coruial action of
iMirnpcan aud booth American government-', which hare
pledge their co-operutlou In what Mr. Can/.a, I'riui" Minister
of Italy, has both happily and justly describi-d as "Ibis great
scicothico ioci.il movement."
Res lived, That a National Committee be appointed for the

United States, to lie charged with whatever reiatca to preparationfor the Congress in this country, and thut (he followingper ous be designate I, subject to their own approval, us
such committee, to wit:.
Hero loliow the names of the committee

from the soveral .states, the following geutlemenbeing selected Irom New Yoik:.John
T. Hotimin, lloratlo Seymour, Theodore J>.
Dwigtit, Francis eleoer, Elisiin Harris, W.
F. Aden. J. II. Scrlbner, itcv. C. L. Itruce, H. K.
Fierce, E. L. God Kin, W. Aikuian, J. II. Gouid, (i. 11.
Hubbel, Rev. D. Osgood, ana E. C. Wines.
Professor Liebkk then uiatle a brief address on

the sabiect of prison reiorm. He sip followed cv
Mr. Uaaermun, and su neouentiy oy General Ptlisburv01 Albany TeuUoutiaiy, who nave some very
interesting details ol ine working ol persons, alter
which the meeting adjourned.

ART MATTERS.
Exhibition of .Fainting* at the Lenvltt Art

Rooms.
This collection of paintings contains a number of

pictures of tare merit, and will no doubt create
almost us much enthusiasm among the art patrons
as the celebrated White collection, 'mere is this
point ol difference, tlut while the White collection
belonged to one man, the present Is gathered from
many sources.a fact which in no way detracts
from its value. Mr. Wellington, of Brooklyn, and
Messrs. Williams and Evcretts are the principal
contributors. In the collect! >n there are excellent
examples from most of the prominent European
and American artists. Indeed, so Talriy aio
the schools represented that the collection
may be regurded as a synopsis of
modern art. Those who desire to becomeacquainted with the style of the
various schools cannot do belter than visit
this exhibition. It would be Imposslole
for us to do justice to the many excellent works 1

which loriu this collection, and, therefore, we will j
content ourselves with mentioning a few of tue i
most sinking paintings, as they occur to us. t

"THB JOLLY MUSICIANS" 1
(km), by mikioq, at oil"o arrests our attention. It
is ouc or those paintings wlncu could not bo mistokenby thoso least skilled in art as too work of an
ordinary or mediocre artist. It tells its
story wltn lorce and directness, aud breathes
a spirit of drollery wnicli Is absolutely
infectious. The two old buys aru drunk,
but have only reached that state of fuddle wneu
Uio actions ol tnc ineoriaie arc marked oy a com.cal
gruvity wnlcii woind make a total abstainer smile
lu spite or himself. His technical handling is
marked by great lorce and freedom, strength an.l
solidity 01 grouping, llnnness and decision of drawing.There is every wuere lu the two men's figures
traces of the hand of a master. Unfortunately, the
artist has not paid the same attention to the barmaid,who is seen in tho background. This figure
exhibits traces of carelessness, wiiioh Is to be regretted.Without exception, the best painting lu
tne gallery, as displaying power and flmsu, is the

"MOTIIKK AND CUII.D"
by Galliilt. It has ail tuts master's usual force, ana
displays nothing of the harrowing lusigut into
human woe that lend to bis works such au unpleasantluteiest. ordinarily we arc moved by tne passionor sorrow depicted by the artist, wuo seems to
exercise a strange fascination widen we would lain
escape irom, out widen, witn true eucuanter's
power, will still pursue us. Uls ".Mother aud Child"
are entirely iruo irom tins morbid sentiment. Tue
chuhoy young urchin, who sleeps sonadly. Is as
rosy and piuinp as a ripe peacu, aud tue mother is
the very impersonation of tenderness. The figures
are drawn boldly and lrecly, and with a
softness aud suavity of outline rare among the
greatest draughtsmen. Tne form is clearly and <1
llrmly indicated, but tnere 1, no line evident, which a
is tue very triumph of drawing. The modelling of li
tlio form is firm, nut delicate. Tho mass of wlute in h
the mot ncr's dress is relieved by a MM of black 1
velvet thrown carelessly across tho mother's lap. a
In ihe texture painting we nave the same richness a
and depi n or color which we find in (lie rfrsli. b
Carl decker Is present In all his gorgeous wealih n

of color lu ills
"ntTiriON to tub DOUR of VKNICB." a

The picture is eifecttvely grouped, aud the figures s
are moro carefully drawn tliau we usually tind iliein
in Ins works. "Happy Companionship" displays s
Meyer Von llrcmer's napuy treatment of light el- t
lects m a quiet and charming way, He has very
tender sentiment and idyillo simplicity ex- a
pressed In tins peasant woman and the pretty
little canary. Tliero is something remarkably C
pure and elevated in thai painting, wiiiclt ft
contrast most favorably with many more Htrikiug 1
works which offended refined tastes hy a questions* t
bic sensationalism. "How .Shall J Answer/" is one t
of tne most iiuautiinl and ilioughllul works wc liavo n
seen after Fonimouche. it is somcming more than n
a heuutiiul piece or technical execution, or the
colored shadow of a fashionably dressed woman. In b
the cairn and dignified luce of tne beautiful woman v
can be read a history, and not an unpleusant one. b
There is no pain in the mental struggle, and there v
can be no doubt what the qiicsilou is which has L
troubled her elegant nut. not passionless existence, h
Kvcrytiilng about the paintlug reveals exquisite
tasie and thorough knowledge; the pearly white. V
ness of the akin, continued by tnu white lace wnicu c
covers the shoulders and breasts, leaving Dare the a
ex<|iiut'iy mouiueu anus, is sucme.nv contrasteu uy n
the black silk dress, winch lends ua air or g

okavitv and dionitt l|
to the composition well m keeping with the nab- g
Jed. lioin la the texture and fltsn painting ine
artist lias been at Ills beat. The mo<iern society hi
school, ol winch Koulmouchels the great high priest,
la strongly represented in the collection, oy K. w uliauis'"toilet," DeJonghc's "Lady with Kitten,"
Chupllti's "Lesson in (ieograpdy," works of the
highest merit lu tuetr aerne. Tne Kngiish school is 11
rep,csenu.il by Wicnol, K. A. Whoso "Drop to Keep c
uutiho coin'' Is lull of characteristic force ami ,<humor. Webb, another Knglisn ar'ist, is repre.
seined by his "Enrenbreitatein, on the Khine," and C
lus "itrigii on," a work of great importance: but u
wo li ivo not space lu this biioi notice to more than
mention It. and are compelled to pass over other
worksot great merit about which wo suould luu to
sav ductalug. M

LB SHEET.

TOE CUSTOM DOUSE COMMITTEE.
Another Instalment of 3Iudgett's

Revelations.

What He Knows and Believes About the Military
Ring-One of Porter's "Errors of Statement"Discovered.Mora About the

General Order Business and Corruptionsof the Custom House.

IMPORTANT EVENING SESSION,

Letter from Secretary Boutwell.More l.videnee
Relative to Bribery.

The Custom House Committee met again yesterlaymorning at the Filth Avenue Uotel. There was

i slim attendance ol the outside public.
James Johnson, or the firm of Blgelow ft Johnson,

.estifled that on one occasion he bad given an lnipector,whose name he did not remember, a trrauitylor giving him notice where a permit could be
lent to the best advantage; he thought It was only
latural that merchants should not be very willing
o come berore the committee and give evidence on
bis point, because the Inspectors had the power to
;ive them a great deal of embarrassment.
Charles W. Van boon, Superintendent of Leet ft

:tA/>L'lniflj rrnuarul nniop afrtrna wrt j tna nnrf wit.

toss. Ho testifiedHave been m the warehouse
msiness ten years.all that time in the general
mler business; nave been with JBixby k (Jo. and
Hopkins k Co.
Q. How are Leet k co/s accommodations comparedwith those of the other firms you have been

ivitnf A. They are the best I have ever seen.perhapsthe best that couid be had.
Q. How about the charges? A. They are the same

now as they have always been since the ousiuess
went Into private hands; I bave regulated the
charges; we have bad some complaints; the rate
lor storage varies from one cent to one dollar; for
ordinary cases of dry goods the rate is fifty coats.
laoor and storage; cartage is, of course, added;
goods are delivered by Leet k Co. with more

promptitude lhan I have ever secu In other stores;
1 have known carmen watt an hour and a half for
goods.

(J. Did vour people ever make a special arrangememwith A. T. Me wart k Co. not to cnarce inoro
than $1 73 a package ? A. Mo, sir; we once reduceda bill from $2 to $1 73; ou tnat occasion I,
gave our clerks orders not In future to charge (item
more than $1 75, except in extraordinary cases;
Mr. Gale, who came here the other day and testified
that we sometimes charge $2 50 for tho same packatrfirhnt. nr. nrhnr Mmns ws nnlv ctiaruo SI 50 for.

lias sometime:} come to our store aud lus used
bucIi odeusive and Improper language that Colonel
Leet pave orders that ho should bo put out 11 he repeatedsuch conduct again; his statement is not
true; we cannot discriminate atralnst an/ < ne man,
because ordinarily we do uot know tne name of tnu
IIrm to whom iho package belongs at the Lime me
rate is fixed; A. T. Stewart and a few others brand
their goods; it is possible that a cierk should
inuke a mistake aud cuarge 6j instead of
|l 50, out Hie error would be reclilled if
attention were called to It; 1 remember the case
wnere $«0 was charged for cartage one way aud
|5a the other; J asked the carman about it, and ho
said lie took the lower rate because he was doing
uottimg that uuv aud did uot care to be idle; tlie
roods were lelt outside the Htore, some oi them,
and a special watenmau was detailed to watch
Luein; 11 they had been taken inside ihe store me
charge would have been greater; iu the case of Mr.
lulotsou's wire, wo reduced tne ciiurge from lllteeu
ceuts ana hlteen cents to ten cents uud ten cents;
we have no arrangements with inspectors to send
roods to our store; 1 don't think Leet ,v Co. make
aitv profit on the cartage; they simply charge wnat
they pair themselves; complaluts against our
charges would averago two or turee a mouth: wo
try and saiisiy them generally, but it they go to the
Uustoin House first we insist upon our original
rales; thero has never been a case or
pillaging in Leet U (Jo.'s stores; Mr. Stewart pays
only (1 -25 uow lor what he used 10 pay #I 5i to Mr.
Meier; our charges are now less man any 1 have
known, except, perhaps. Mason A Co. and .-squire «t
Co.; there is occasionally more dtillcuity in getting
ul goods in a general order store than in a bonded
warehouse; we could not cnarge unreasonable
charges without the consent of the Collector oi tue
Port.
Mr. Mudgett, recalled.Know colonel Leet; the

first knowledge 1 had oi hiui was at Clareiiumt, at
the hotel; it was a lew days alter l nad me conversationwltu General Porter in which he said that he
did not know Mr. Lindsay; 1 remember a letter iroin
Mr. lioutweli about me restoration ot ine general
oiiler mores to the Bremen anil Cunartl stores; unit
was a lew days before 1 met Colonel Leei; Leet
saitl that lie expected to have tnc contract tor
foe puolic oiiler stores; l sail that he
would probably get It U ue made a cheaper ofler
than uny one else, and that the secretary 01 the
Treasury was dispose t to mauage things iu his own
way, aud instanced tills letter abolishtug tne generaloruer monopoly; colonel Leet replied.-"1 uave
a man that can put Ills uaml on Mr. B >utweH's
shoulder;" Mr. J. It. Young, it was stated, had sunt
that Ueneral urant told him that 1 had charged teat
$115,000 had been sent to General Porter; l ashed
Mr. Young yosierdav If that were true; Mr. Young
said mat the President had said so; 1 have to say
that 1 never kuew of such an affair, aud that toe
statement is false that 1 made the charge or that 1
apologized to General Porter; General Jonn Cochranewas present at the time 1 nud an interview
ivitn Porter; Cochrane came to n.e on banday
ma said Porter was nurt at my having said that he
was interested In custom House jobs; Porter
isKed ine if 1 had said it, and if 1 had
laid that 1 knew it oi my own personal knowledge;
explained that 1 did not pretend to know it ot my
>wn personal knowledge, but 1 added thai 1 belevedhe was so interested: he replied that noitner
le nor Leet nor Babcock had auy interest in the
feneral order easiness; he sanl also that he did uot
mow Mr. Lindsay; General Hiliyertold me tne other
lay that u long time before this interview took
lace Porter had declined to make Hlihcr's ottlce
us headquarters, because he had already taken up
us headquarters at his mend's, Mr. Lindsay's store;
,'olonel Leet at Claremono also tool me that he hail
in interest, in tlin uimiit.iI order business, ultbnu^li ,

knew ne was gelling money ironi Bixby: Mr. i). It.
dattnison or Mr. Taylor.1 think Mautiisoii, hue
iotli were present at me time.told me tnat Porter,
iOet and Lindsay were interested in mis ousliess,ana hud underlet it to Hixoy; it was comutoii
alK among Custom House people that Porter was
nierested; Mr. H. M. Williams, Deputy Collector at
tiat time, tool me something ahout it; I don't precudto give exactly what he said; 1 believe he said
hat Mr. Grinned telt compelled to give this busitessto I'or.er and Leet; 1 should not believe GenualPorter under oath if ho said that he was not
Dterested in tne general order business at the time
>r my conversation with luin; Ills denial ol any
icaualntance with Lindsay was an uutru.'li.
y. Were you appointed Assistant Appraitor ? a.

t'es sir; and when 1 heard that General Palmer had
teen removed because I had been appointed, I
vrote to Secretary Uoutwell, dcuying that i Ita I ever
icon un enemy of the President; I thought at Unit
tme tnat General Grant was not interested in the
loings of a set of adventurers wno came in here
md disgraced tne administration by selling jobs; 1
tavc been forced to that opinion since, because he
ias sustained them in what they had done;
had a conversation with Legraud b. Cannon

.bout these matters, but never told hint that
draft tor $35,out) had been sent on to Washington,

u be divided between Porter and Grant; 1 resigned
uy otllce and went out with General Palmer,
y, because you would not servo under the present
dminlstratiou? A. because 1 have not much repcctlor it.
y. You served under Johnson.had you much repcctlorlum?A. Yes, but 1 liety ofllco uouer the

;oi lector.
y. And you do not respec: Gen. Grant? A. There
re men lor whom 1 have a hlgncr admiration,
y. Did you ever hear of an interview between Mr.

iriuneil and General Porter? A. I was luiormed oy
lr. Mason that General Porrcr was corning <>u hero ;
inouglil it disgraceful to the adiuliii-tration that .hoe ailventurcrs should roine on here and get c
uese jobs ; General 1 oner did come ou and I heard
ie lorced Mr. Grinnoli to glvo the general order busi r
iess to Leet. '

'J he witness was then examined at tedions length
j benator Howe in regard to the cartage bureau, /
r nicli he claimed to have been established lor ine
enellt of un adventurer (Mr. Mocking) connected /nth the White House.a military ring. Mr. pilmlsay, according to Mr* Modgettgot it up, but p
e did not think he did so "tor tne pnbllc good." D
A. P. Miller, a warehouseman doing business In
t'ashiugion street, testified as to tho general p
barges lor storage, Ac. His evidence was of the p
ame character as that of tue score of other wit- p
esses on these points who are adverse to the n
eneral order monopoly of Leet A Co. He thought
ne present rates charged by the latter firm alto- p
ether too high. . ,. _ ., . d
The Committee then adjourned until half-past p
3VCU o'clock.

Evening Messlon.
The committee reassembled at half-past seven, A

irger nurai>er of spectators was present during last

veniug than at any previous silting, and the evi- p
encc taken was of more than usual interest. Ex- J'
ollector Murphy and his friends were on hand, at- .
in lvely watching the proceedings. A lengthy a

Dtnmuntcation was received from Lewis A Co.. n

Dtnplaiaing of losses of goods In Leet's stores, and "

ucloslng copies of an abortive correspondence
'»Wl C'vlievwr MlUMMJ HHJH® It fsi Jl»>- u

elded by the committee to summon one of the fln&e
to testify to-day. other communications wete also
read, including the following irom Secretary Boutwell,In response to a letter addressed him by the
committee.

Tbeascbt dipabtmbnt,)
Wabminuton, jau. '25, 1872. (

Sib.I hare the honor to aoanow e Ige the receipt of joint
communication of ttie Sid Inst., transmitting a copy of S
letter addressed to your coiain itee oy Mr. U. B. Whlllock ujrelation to a correspondence heretofore had between himself
and toll department concerning toe exaction at the port of
New York of "half storage" tees on a cargo of goods inw
ported Into that port In M.trcb, 1*71. You auk me to InforuS
Hie committee whether the tacts are correctly itate bv Mr.
V\ liltloclc, to point out the regulation and law authorizingtlie name under winch the sal 1 lees were exacted .

In regard to the erst portion of your request I would stats
Unit upon cumulation of tlie record* of the department it 11
ascertained tbat the statement of Mr. W hltioclt la, In tb«
main, correct. He imported into New York Irom Manila,
per Kalliar, Marcb 1, 1:71, a cargo of sugars and made a
regular wareh une entry of tbe aaine, designating u bondal
warehouse, on land 1 South street) In bit entry for tha
storage thereof. Kelure, however, tlie sugars were unladen
from the importing vessel and curled to t!,e designated
bonded warehouse, he changed u.a mind about putting then
und' r bond and desire to lake possession of them Immediatelyby paying tbe duties there n the same aa If they bad
ben entered for consumption.

'Inis could only he done b> a change In the rrode of entr]
and under the special regulations o; the .department hereim
after recited, the payment ol tlie half storage fees against
the exaction of wuicli Mr. Whitlock complains.

'I he special regulation referred to is contained In Part Sj
Revised U areboose Regulations f Jr 18)8, ami Is in the fob
lowing Words, viz.

Aiit. 35 ,437 ..On completion of entry for warehouses;
should the importer desire to take the whole or any portion
of bis property from the vessel and pay tbs duties Uetorc the
same go into warehouse, be shall he at liberty to do so by
paying tbe duty on withdrawal, sniry lor consumption, anq
one ball storage for one mouth, and giving nnal bond us rss
quired by the fourth section of the act of May 28,1830. * * "

1 his regulation was also contained in fleuartment General
KeguUilotn of 1J67 (article 4.i7), and »o far 111 caa lean bad
been also In force for suiuu time pr or to that date.
There is no special pronaton of laws authorizing the

issuance of sucli regulation, and 1 presume, therefore, that it
eras Issued under the general authority which Is Tested In the
Secretary of the Treasury y the s'con 1 section of the act of
September J, 1789, "to superintend the collection of the
reran ue." , .. _

It uity els he slated that the question aa to the right or
the government to exact bait storage fees for the privilege
granted Importers and change llielr entries as aforesaid was
alhriued In the Circuit Cot rt of the United States for tho
Southern llislrlot of New York in lj« caie of Irwin et aL vs.
Augustus Scbsll, decided May 21, 1843. (6 Blalcliloril's Reports,page 167.)

I am, very respectfully,
C hoROE S. BOOTWELL, Secretary.

The first witness examined was Quscave Scbuabe.
agent of itie fireman line 01 steamers, wUo testified
as lollows:.t am a member or ilie house ol Ulricb
A Co.; know Mr. Williams, of Williams A Gulon; I
can confirm Mr. Williams' statement relative to
paying gratuities to custom House inspectors; it has
been tue habit lor tltc past seven years; ever since I
came to New York as a steaiusli p agent; the tiling
Is well known m the Custom House; some time agar
a Treasury agent called upon tne and told me that
lite Secreiary ol rtie Treasury wished to suppress
It; the Collector 01 the i'ort also send round a circularstaling that tue practice was illegal; we hava
since ceased to pav those gratuities; bat X
believe they (the inspectors) still receivo
them in souse way; 1 can state witH
certainty tliat no steamship ol our line lias ever anloadedat the port w.thout. having to pay money*
and oeiicve that other lines, to tact ships both home
and foreign, are necessitated to do so in order to
have their work done with execution; the reason
ot this is that the existing laws beak
so harshly on steamship companies and
merchants they must take some ineuoures to
protect themselves against what tuey consider oppression;we give our ships a longer time to ua«
load than the Liverpool lines, and, therefore, we do
not have to recourse to this system as uiuch as they;
but the Custom liouse Inspector can annojy
us very much without leaving himself
open to any charge ol neglect; la
manv ways a thing can hinder us in cur
business, and the absolute necessity of brines will
nc easily seen; there is a buroarous law on tuel
statute hook winch says Hut tue cargo of a vessel
in which smuggled goods are found Is to be forfeitedto the government; we cannot prevent sailors
01 our ships irom smuggling small uri.cies, and we
are in dally terror ot losing cargoes.
Senator Casserly.W li t; woutd oe.ttie eifect of

your stopping this practice of uniting' A. We,are
a regular sicamsnip company, uu i nave no time to
make experiment*, but tue practice has a very bad
eifect upon the murals of the civil service; there
are generally three Inspectors to each ship;
iormeny inure were uutv two; uns uititiist*

the amount, of money we tt.ive got to pay;
it dues not increase the eillciency of
the service; Know tout cases are marked in bail
order in ine Appraisers' store without suttlcieut discrimination;the thing is jretpieuuy done; 1 have
come to the conclusion that li would lie nutter If
every steamship company should nave Its own generalorder store; this is necessary in order to satisfy
the uicrcuants an l transact iheir business properly;
It will bo to the Interest ot Uie companiesto have the stores; our custom dependsupon it; Mr. Leet or Mr. Mocking;
has no interest in pleasing the merchants
so long its they have a mouopoiy; the goods would
be as sale In tweivc stores as toey now are in two;
in lacr, ihey would be saier, lor men tweuty-Iour
government Inspectors would be watching goods,
whereas now there are only lour: It lias been stated
that a law compe.tlng steamers to wait live days
suould be adopted; if mis suggestion should be
complied with tlicre woulu be a ureal uiany more
complaintsluau iiiereare uow; ilie proposed remedy
would be no remedy ai all; I can speak for bottt
tne Hamburg and our own lines, we occupied Uie
same stores in lloboken; a slower utscUuige of
goods would etiiuil addiuonal expense boln on the
merciiants and companies.
Senator Buckingham.do you regard tills practice

of paying brines as necessary r A. I do, sir.
Q. Do you regard 11 as illegal? A. lies; but It IS

a necessary evil.
q. Do merchants pay bribes as well ? A. I cannof

speak wltn certainty, but i believe tliey do; mucU
more so now tftan ever, since tlie general order
stores went into tne Bands of Leei. an i Stocking. )
q Wliat eilect does tne pracilce 01 one merchant

bribing and another refusing to do so nave upon ilia
latter? A. 1 cannot say; 1 know nothing further
tiian I have told you; but 1 can sav that Hie paymentoi the brine hastens the delivery ol tne goods.
q. Wnai remedy ivouid you suggest? A. 'iliaf

would be a long story; hut one ot me cnief causes
oi trouble at tne present tune ts the Insecurity of
the position oi subordinate oitlcers; tney are placed
there for a time and exposed to every temptation;
li their position was made dependent upon their
rood conduct instead of ou tne caprice of any
cliauge or government a lceiing ol honor would
arise whtcn would stop tne present, corruption.

Senator Pkatt.How inucii is tne gratuity gene*
rally paid? A. From icn to tbieen dollars.

q. \V nut effect does tins Have upon tne conscienoQ
of tlie inspectors in tBe face oi tneir oalnr A. I
cannot te.sLii v relative to an oisoecmr's conscience..

(la^nter). l cannot answer audi a question.
ii Please«tats what is tno duty of au mspectof

In unloading. A. Ue holds the invoices tu li»s Hand,
sees that me goods are ail discharged and attends
to the business or unloading generally.
Senator Cassbrly. lou say an mspector can

annoy yon in many ways witnont going outside ol
Ills duty? A. Yes, sir, in many waya
Q. wnat effect does It have pon tue service ' A.

A very demoralizing one; It compels men to violate
their oaths, and leads them to expect payment outlineihcir regular salaries; il l might make a suggestion,1 would say that if sit'ps were uiiowed to
unload at night there would oe less confusion.
senator !stewakt.Would It not be better to pay

Ihls gratuity into the hands ol the Collector of the
port, and ict mm pay the men ? A. 1 do not tnink so.
This would make it a regular tiling; but the Inspectorswould still manage to receive something
privately, and ihey would look lor it too.
Laughter.)
o. Have steamships ever reported, those cases f

A. No; it has been u public secret (lauguteri; every
ene was aware and is aware ol the pracice; there
was no use in making confpiaints; the only remedy
can suggest is tne same as 1 have stated belore.

chat the men should be given a llie tenure of ihcli
pfflces.
Senator Stewart.If the importers are rascals,

ind tne agents ol the steamship companies aro
with them, how is the government to know when It
Is being defrauded ? A. There is no danger of the
zoveriuncni being defrauded by the steamship companies;the accounts are kept too straight for that.
y. Could bribery be prevented by paying the men

higher wages? A. 1 do not believe it would; I
uave suggested the only remedy.
Senator casseri.t.Has there ever been an effort

nade by tho government to Btop this evil ? A.
(here was evidence collected on tne matier some
:lme ago, but it went no lurther; no action was
ftken unnn it.

cj. Can there not be found a namber of men
lonest enough to do their amy without orlbes ? a,
it would be a dliltcult problem to solve; la any case,
t never has been tried.
Senator I'katt.What do you know of passengers

iribtng inspectors to pass baggage containing
unugglcil goods? A. I cannot speak from my own
xperieuce; most of the passengers we carry are
Ucrinans and do got know any of these dodges.
.Senator Howk.What is the speclllo relief inspecorsairord you agaiust the haroor regulations?

I. They uiJord us relief in allowing goods to be
uried away from the dock after sunset; In uelanosof the regulation they allow us to hoist our
toods oat of tne ship the entire day, and la mnuy
Slier ways assist us and the merchants through us;
a some cases they wdi ahow us to land goods after
inset. .

Henator Hows.If the term of office was permaicntand the pay higher how would the steamship
ompanles get on? A. Things would be managed
airly, and a class of nonorabie men would no emiioyed,which would no lunger render bribery
ecessary.
O. l»o you enter these transactions on your books?

u Yes, but In an Indirect maimer,
o. \onsaytno payments are not specific sums?

i. They depend upon the uature and the amounr of
he service rendered; wo nave to pay more now
nan some years ago; there is very rarely that a pay.
iunf lu madfl <'2(1.

Q. If they accept ten or twelve d altars from the
icayune lines.the lurnan and Canard ,langh.
sri.why don't you reduce your pavineutat .v.
mr cargoes are of a different class; the goods ure
ot no easilr handled.
The witness wan examined until a late hour rela*
Ive to these points? At tnc conclusion of inseviencethe committeo adjourned until ten o'clocK
ais morning.

FRIGHTFUL OCCURRENCE.
A Terrible Dentil In u Jersey Paper .11111.
An occuirence of a most appalling character hap*
ened yesterday about noon in tlio Silver Spring
apcr Mill, at Hloomflold, N. J. A man named
loitun, Ulldershaw or Ulibronson was caiigiiram momciiliiery while attending to his work and Ins right
rnt torn out irotu its socket, ill* nead was caughtho and the mains scattered about the place. It is
nnecessary to say that death was i ustun laneons. ,t seems lie .v.it caught l>y tlio ncltiug. lie was a
nUi of middle une and leaves a wife anil lannir.


